
Marriages and civil partnerships 
Scotland, 2014

 The latest data from NRS shows statistics on 
 registered marriages and civil partnerships in Scotland in 2014.

www.nrscotland.gov.uk 
Source: Vital events, NRS, March 2015. 

 Total number of marriages

29,070
99% 1%

 (27,547 in 2013)Opposite sex Same-sex

There were 1,523 (5.5%) more marriages registered in 2014 compared to 2013.

There were 94 (17.7%) fewer civil partnerships registered in 2014 compared to 2013.

 Civil partnerships

436
44% 56%

 (530 in 2013)Male Female

Male

Female

 Annual trends

There has been a steady decline in registered marriages per year from over 
40,000 marriages a year registered in the early 1970s to present day levels.

The Civil Partnership Act 2004 came 
into force on December 5, 2005. 

 Same-sex marriages

367
47% 53%

Male Female

97.8% of these were civil partnership conversions.

 (Total registered since December 16, 2014)

The steep increase and subsequent decline from 2005-2007 
was expected, because many long-standing relationships 
would have been registered as civil partnerships in the first 
full year of registration. 

In 2014 there was a fall in the number of 
partnerships, to 436, with 193 male 
partnerships and 243 female partnerships. 

5,000

10,000

15,000

20,000

25,000

30,000

35,000

40,000

0

Number of marriages

The highest total recorded in recent years was 32,154 marriages in 2004. 

The 2009 total of 27,524 was the lowest recorded since Victorian times, 
and the lowest ever recorded was 19,655 in 1858. 
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