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New Register House

3 West Register Street
Edinburgh

EHI3YT

(0131) 314 4434

February 19, 2019
Dea: (RG>

As part of His ongoing pregramme of work on the solemnisation of martiage and regisiration of Givil
partnership, National Records of Scotland (NKS) is undertaking an audit. This audit relates to celehrants
who have been authorised by the Registrar General to solemnise martiages or register civil partnexships
oh.the nomination of a belief body, The purpose ofithe audit is to ensure that nominating bodics continue
to conform to the statatory definition of a belief body, Iam thergfore weiting to you to seck information .
that will enable the Registrar General fo determine this issue.

The statutory definition of a belief body is “an organiged group of peoplé .... the principal object (or one
of the principal objects) of which-isfo uphold or promote philo saplncal bdiefs and which meets repuiarly
for that putpose”. When Humanist Fellowship of Scotland was originally required to satisfy the Registrar
General that it was a belief body, the information requested in relation to that requirement included the
following:

+ * A copy of HFS’s constitution or statement of faith, containing the siws and beliefs of the group
together with details on. the appointment of office bearers '
The number of members, both locally and within the UK (if applicable)
Details of how often HES met to uphold and promote philosophical beliefs, such as calendars of
- events, mitudes of meetings and so on, as well as details of how members are given notice of these
meetings
+ Information about the form of mardage ceremony to be used where appropriate.

For the purpose of this audit, I would therefore agk you to respond within 28 days of the date of this letter,
enclosing updated information and matesials in regard to:

e Details of cartent office beaters {including any recent or proposed changes to membership of
those offices)

» Current membership nutnbers, as at the end of 2018

* - Details of meetings held since the start of 2018 to wphold and promote the body’s philosophical
beliefs. In relation to each meeting, information provided should include date, venue and the
usual means by which members were given notice of the meeting

» A copy of your current forim of martiage ceremony.

ving thepast | Recording the present | Informing the future




1 would be happy to talk ﬂn‘bugh'ahf éépéétbf this request, and can be contacted on the details above,

Yourg

ROD BURNS
Deputy Registrar General




Fronn

Sent: 18 March 2019 17:21
To: Burns R {Rod)
Subject: NRS Audit

5 MRS Andit reply March 19.pdf

1] The HFS Constitution {Amd Oct 2016).pdf
Deat Rod,

Find attached documents relating to the audit of the Tfumanist Fellowship of Scotland. Hard copies will be
with you tomotrow. ‘ :

Kind regards
L

.

Humanist Celebranf
Humanist Fellowship of Scotland

ol
tel . (— -

email

www.hiofs.couk

" This oxoail has been scanned by the Symantec Bmail Seoutity.cloud service.
* Far mose information please visit http://www.symantcecloud.com

Burns R(Rod) B -
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188 March 2019.-

Deat Mr Burns

Solemnisation of Marriage and Registration of Civil Partnership
NRS Audit of Nominating Belief Bodies

Maty thanks for yoiir letter of 19% Febraary 2019 regarding the NRS audit and for the
opportunity to participate. : '

We confirm that one of the Hurganist .ngiéwship ofScotland’s prlﬁcipal cbjects continues to
be upholding and prometing our humanist and humanitarian beliefs and that we meef
regularly for that purpose.

You may find it useful to have a little bit of information about onr ethos and approach
regardlng promoting and upholding our philoso phical beliefs. There are mainy ways in which
weo reach out ta people in our communities and heyond which we find to be effective and
productive means of sharing our Leliefs as well as developing our thinking amongst our ewn
membhership. | enclose some information about that along with the specific information
requested by you regarding meetings.

1 also enclose information about our membership and the decisions behind that which were
taken following great care and consideration.

We hope that you will find all of the information we have provided of interest.

Please do not hesitate to contact me again as we would be very pleased to participate in any
further ways which may be helpful,

Yours sincerely,

. Chairtnan, Humanist Fellowship of Scotland




. ‘Hlunamstl?eﬁowship ut‘ Scotland Cnnstltutlo

2.

A copy of this is provided - and please see beiow a litl:le hitmore information about our
ethos and approach.

Humanist Fellowship of Scotland - Office Beaters and Members

Office Bearers as at 18t March 2019:

Chair - Graham Duff
Treasurey - Laura Baird
Secretary ~ Amanda Knan|

Membership numbers as at end of 2018:

Celebrant members - 8

General membership - We welcame engagement but dow’t require people to be
members to do that. In the past, we offered a no strings opporiunity to become frlends of
the fellowship. We find that others welcome a gentle means of ontreach and this is a”
more &ffective way of shating out approach to Iife and spiritual thinking, People tell us
that they want to talk without joining up or he forced into membership. Ata time of need
{u life, it is not ethically right to force peaple to pay membership fees in order to have a
celebrant help them. They feel talign advantage of when other groups’ compulsory fees
are used to fund campaigning thay wouldn’t want to take part in and to pay large salaries
of office hearers. We make no criticism of other groups ways, there is no one size fits all.
We have found over many years that people are more drawn to talk to us {n 2 meaningiul
way becanse we give our time, energy, compassion and money without obligation. We
welcome them to join our individuat and group discussions, sharing and leal ning.

Humanist Fellowship of Scotland ~ Ethos and Approach
Abo_ur._
The Humanist Fellowship of Scotland is 2 non profit organisation, a belief body
centred around hwmanism.
+  Humanism approaches life with an ethical and caring eye, respecting each other and
the world we live in.

*  Friendship, community and sharing are at the heart of the Humanist Fellowship

*  We're a group of people who share humanist values and approach to life - caring for
our communities and heyond - supporting causes close to our heatts,

«  We share friendship, philosophical and spiritual thinking, personal and professional
development, guidance and support.

*  We enjoy the privilege of helping people at important, special or difficult times of life,
celebrating life love and precious moments.




Dur Values: - N S
Peaceful humanist and ethical lifestyle
Friendship and sharing, learning and developing
Accessible and approachable

»  Give our hest with empathy and integrity, equally, without prejudice

Support charities with shared ethos and values

Speak for, represent or guide those in our communities whe expressly ask us to
Creating a secular space that honours and respects the occasion 10 matter

its location, scope, size, setting or siyle.

4. Humanist Feltowship of Scotland - Approach to Upholding and Prometing
Hiunanist Philosophical Beliefs & 2018 Meetings for that purpose

The andit agks for information about: the statutory definition of belief bodies in relation to
meetings for upholding: and promoting our beliefs. Upholding and promoting beliefs fnvolves™
o much more than meetings. We have not heen asked specifically to provide more detail but
you may find it nseful. '

The Humanist Fellowship of Scotland has a primary aim of supperting hurmanitarian causes
i our Tocal commmnities, across Seotland and abroad. We have donated over £50,000 since’
our inception in December 2012 to causes compatible with our own beliefs.

As a part of our himanist lifestance, givigg of personal time and energy is equally important
tous {although not something we have attempted to quantify and don’t feel that doing so
would be in keeping with our ethos). For example, participation with charities and other
compatible causes. End of life support and chaplainey. Pro bono life celebrations for peaple
in our communities with low means or facing chaltenging and life limiting circymstances.
Speaking for those who find it difficult. Vohmteering with other belief systems, sharing our
similarities, differences and learning. Exploring opportunities to expand our minds and
hearts throngh people, arts, culture. Lecturing to interested groups on Humanism and the
role of Humanists, Collaborating with other belief groups, to accommodate and support
families with multiple bellefs. We each promote humanism in our daily lives, When we are
asked to conduct a humanist ceremony, itis imbued with the essence of humanism and this
reaches numbers of between Z to 200 people who talke away a greater undetstanding of
humanism and many seek out further discussion with us.

The audit asks for information of meetings during 2018 — this is supplied below. We hold
gatherings where we welcome celebrant members and others interested in discussing
philosophical and spiritual thinking, Gatherings are notified to our metnbers, usually by
ematl by those taking thelead in organising a discussion of interest.

HFofS Gatherings 2018
8Jan 18 East group Death - learning and inspiration
14Jan 18 West group Friendship and sharing
15Jan 18 Training Wedding training completion
17 Jan 18 Management team Online - continued to 22 feb
| 5Febi8 Bast group Partraiture of a Life
| 17 Feb 18 Rast + west mini Rabhie Burhs and humanisi B




17 Feb 18 West group Friendship and sharing
21 Feh 18 West group Supporting and sharing experiences with local charity,
MOQL
22 Feb 18 Management teatn | feedback to members
5 march 18 | HFofS Group Sharing, learning and supporting our communities
20 March 18 | East Lothian group | Food for the seul - a taste of buddhlsl: and vegan
lifestyles
23 March 18 | West group Friendship and sharing
27 March 18 | East Group Friendship and sharing
29 March 18 | West group Supporting and sharing expeatiences with local charity,
Beach Wheelchairs Troon
19 April 18 Management teain | feedback to members
19 April 18 Hast Lothian Group | Sharing experience from kibbutz culture of funeral
ceremony
23 April 18 Bast Group Fnd of Life care visit to new facility with other beliefs
and faiths -
5 May 18 West group Approaches to petrsonal development
6 May 18 West group Supporting and sharing experiences with local charity,
' ' Dementia Friendly Prestwick
12 May 18 LRast Lothian group | Technology revamp '
13 May 18 West group - Friendship and sharing
21 May 18 East group Sand between our toes
30 May 19 West group Supporting and sharing experiences with local charity,
_ Vox Liniinis
1 June 18 East group Inforthal insights in social history and family dynamics
i2 June 18 HFof$ Group AGM
10]uly 18 Fast Lothian Group | Forty rules of love and humanist paral]eis
4 Sept 18 Kast Lothian Group | Friendship and sharing
12 Sept 18 Managementieam | management
16 0ct 18 Fast Group Humanism and Role of Celebrant, Rotary Club
Carstorphine
230ct 18 East Group Meeting with Church of 1}1& Good Shepherd
Murrayfield to explore supporting mulil-belief
families
5Novis Hast Lothiar Group | Supporting and sharing esperiences with Iocal charity,
wheelchairs on the beach
6 Nov 18 Fast Lothian Group | Supporting and sharing experiences with local charity,
SiMBA
| 13 Nov 18 Bast Group suppert and communication
15 Nov 18 Management team | Inanagement )
15 Nov 18 Bast Group Incorporating Jewish traditions into a Humanist
ceremony
22 Nov 18 Management team | management
4Dec18 HPofS Group Friendship and sharing
7 Dec18 Management team | management
18 Dec 1.8 East Group Festive sharing with other beliefs and faiths




5. Humanist Fellowship of Scotland - Current Form of Marriage Cexemony

Our form of marriage ceremony includes these features within a hespolce ceremony tailored
to each couple:
- Words of welcome and congratulation
- The Fellowship, couple’s bellefs, reasons for choosing this bumanist ceremony
- Theughts about martiage
- Expressions of love
- Exchange of rings or ather symbols of marriage
- Personal vows or commitments
« Legal vows (compulsoty)
- Declaration of marriage (compulsory) j@
- Signing marriage schedule (compulsory) 1
- Meaningful involvement of others eg readings, playing insiruments, singing
- Meaningful traditions or symbolic gestures
- Non-religious hlessing or well-wishing

Cormpulsory legal vow - I [name of partner A] accept you [name of pariner B] in marriage.
This may be added to according to the couple’s preference by reference to hushand and wife,
partners for life or other statements such as solemnly and sincerely declaring, calling on - 3

family and friends to witness etc,




Humanist
Fellowship

of
t Scotland

CONSTITUTION
&
STANDING
ORDERS
1 Name
11 E

The name of the Fellowship shall bo the Humanist Fellowship of Scotiand
(MFof S) the Fellowship.

~ 2 Alms

2.1 .

The Fellowship shali promate throughout Scotland, the principles and pracfice of secular
Humanism, defined as the moral, intelleciual and soclal development of individuals and
the community, free fram theistic, religious and dogmatic beliefs and doctrines which is
further defined in the International Humanist and Ethical Unlon (IHEU) Declaration of the
World Humanist Congress of 2002 (Appendix 1).

3 Activities
In furtherance of the Aims, the Fellowship shall endeavour to:

31 .
Affract and retaln members as defined in 4.1a,

3.2

Represent its members nationally and internationally and foster contacts with Humanist
and other like-minded organisations in Scoiland and elsewhere.

Provide support, advice and resources to its members and the general public and selected
organisations in the promotion of secular Humanist principles.

3.3

Support a diversity of registered charities for humanitatian purposes throughout Scotland
and elsewhere, as determined by the Feliowship through the Board, by the payment of
subscriptions, Fellowship contributions and donatlons, in the manner agreed by the Board
of the Fellowship.
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4.1a

Membership of the Fellowship shall be achieved by the completion of an Application for
Membership which is tatified by the Board of the Fellowshlp in accordance with 9.4 and on
payment of a subscription, as detarmined from time ta time by the Fellowship.

Members are those who have demonstrated adherence to the secular Humanist ethos for
the purpose of acting on behalf of the Fellowship as Celebrants for Humanist ceremonies
and / or activities to be pravided lo those people who share the Humanist life stance.
Potential Members must demonstrate competence and / or undertake training as
Celebrants. Membars will be registered with the Fellowship.

4.2

The funds received, through subscriptions, Fellowship contributions, donations and any
other sourcas, shall be at the disposal of the Fellowship as determined by the Board of the
Fellowship. Such funds must be applied in part to supporting humanitarian purposes in
furtherance of the Fellowship activity in 3.3.
Members who have been with the Fellowship for a periad of five years or more will be
entitied to be considered by the Board of the Fellowship for a free humanist funeral
ceremany. This to mean the ceremony conducted as a tribute and cefabration of the life of

" the deceased member.

4.3 .
Members shall have access to a copy of the Constitution and Standing Orders in

electronic form and on request, in paper form, from the Secretary of the Fellowship.

44
Membership is terminated If the member concerned either;

a) Gives written notice of resignation to the Fellowship

b) Dies o

c) Is removed from membership by resolution of a majority of at least two thirds of the
Board of the Fellowship on the ground that in their reasonzble opinlon the members
continued membarship is not in the best interests of the fellowship.

The Board of the Fellowship may only pass such a resolution after:

a) The member has been given at least fourteen days notice in wrlting of the meeting of
the Board of the Fellowship at which the resolution will be proposed and the reasons why

it is to be proposed.
b) The member has been allowad to make representations to the maeling.

4.5

A person whose membership has been terminated in terms of paragraph 4.4 may, not less
than six months later, apply to join the Fellowship with the prior approval of the Board of
the Fellowship, if it is satisfied that the reason(s) for their membarship to be terminated no

longer apply.

5 Annual General Meeting

5.1
The Fellowship shali hold an Annual General Meeting (AGM) in Aptil, May or Juna which
shalf be open to members of the Fellowship and specified guests as have been notified fo

and approved by the Board.




The financial year shall be from 1st April to 31st March

53
At the AGM, those members present shall;

53.1
Appoint the Office Bearers of the Fellowship;

532
Appoint a Board of the Fellowship;

5.3.3
Receive and consider reports by the Office Bearers on the work of the Fellowship for the
preceding financial year.

534
Recaive and considet a repott by the Treasurer on the finances of the Fellowship.

5.3.85 . o :
Recsive, consider, and if so advised, approve the independently examined accounts of
the Fellowship for the preceding financial year,

5.3.8 '
Appoint an Independent Examiner to examine the accounts of the Fallowship for the
ensuing year. ) ) ’ .

5.3.10
Debate and adopt or reject palicles prqposed

5.3.11
Receive and consider recommeandations regarding support to be given to humanitarian
purposes in furtherance of the Fellowship activily in 3.3 o

6.3.12
Conslder such other motions properly submitted in terms of the Standing Orders;

53.13
Appaint or remove an Honorary President.

5.4

Notice of the date of the Annual General Mesting shall be given to all members and
Friends of the Fallowship at least six calendar waeks before the intended dale of the
meeting, elther by a notice In the Fellowships web site or separate nofice. This notice shall
include the fimetable of submisslon dates as determined by current Standing Orders.

G Office Beal"ers

6.1
The Office Bearers of the Fellowship shall be the Chairman, the Secrefaty and the
Treasurer.




8.2
Fhe Office Bearers shall hold office for the period from the end of one Annual General
Mesting to the end of the next and shall be eligible for re-election.

6.3
The Chairman shall provide leadership to the Fellowship and ensure that the Board of the
Fellowship fulfils its role.

5.4

The Secretary shall be responsible for the day to day administration of the Fellowship and
the Board of the Fellowship and shall keep members of the Fellowshlp and the Board of
the Fellowship informed of past and future activities and svents.

6.5

The Traasurer shall be responsible for the supervision of the funds and investments of the
Faltowship, and for keeping accounts of its Income and expenditure. The Treasurer shall -
prepara annuaily for submlssion to the Fellowship’s Independent Examiner and
sul;:tsaquentiy to the Annual General Meeting, the Fellowship’s accounts for the year o

31% March.

6.6 .

The Board of the Fellowship shall determine the role, responsibility and liablfity of the
Office Bearers of the Fellowship together with the role, remit and responsibllity of any sub-
committees, set up under 7.13 of the Fellowships constitution. *

7 The Board of the Fellowship

7A :
The Board of the Fettowship shall consist of the Office Bearers of the Fellowship and a
number of members as determined by the Board of the Fellowship.

72 o
Up to four other members of the Fellowship may be co-apted as requirad by the Board of
the Fellowship.

7.3
if ane of tha Office Bearers resigns or dies, the Board of the Fellowship may appoint a
successor from the mombership of the Fellowship.

74 :
if ohe of its members resigns or dies, the Board of the Fellowship may co-opt a member of
the Fellowship-

75
Any member of the Board of the Fellowship whao fails to attend four consecutive meetings
without goad reason will e considered to have resigned from the Board of the Fellowship
and will be so informad. e

The Ghalrman of the Felfowship shali be the Chairman of the Board of the Fellowship.




The Board of the Feflowship shall pursue policies and actions in furtherance of the Aims of
the Fellowship.

77
The Board of the Fellowship shall manage the affairs of the Fellowship in accordance with

the palicies establishad at General Meetings or other extraordinary mestings called or
required

7.8

The Board of the Fellowship will represent the fellowship nationally and internationally and
foster contacts with, encourage and support appropriate national and international
Humanist organisations and other organisations who share the Humanist ethos.

710
The Board of the Fellowship may affiliate with, support and / or donate to as appropriate,
other organisations In.the furtherance of the Alras of the Fellowship. -

7.1 '
The Board of the Fellowship may instigate and help fund & new Area Group If it deems
there is sufficlent demand or interest.

712 '

Sub-committees may be appointed by the Board of the Fellowship. as it considers
necessary, for such purposes relevant to the work of the Fellowship and the Board of the
Fellowship shall appoint ane of its members as the head, responsible for its role, remit,
rasponsibilities and liabilities.

7.13
The Beard of the Fellowship may confer or revoke Honorary Membership.

7.4 ‘
The Boatd of the Fellowship may confer or tevoke the status of Distinguished Supporter.

8 Area Groups

8.1
Area Groups may be established and supported by the Fellowship in furtherance of the
Fellowship’s Aims and to:

8.1.1
De a focus for area Humanist activity,

8.1.2 ‘
Enable membars to meet socially or otherwise to discuss relevant issues.

81.3
Altract mambars of the Fellowship.

82
The name of Area Groups shall be of the form the ‘Humanist Fellowship of Scotland,
flocation] Area Group




Area Groups shall appoint a Commiitee fo managa and be responisible for the affairs of
t'?at Area Group. The members of the Committes shall ba notified to the Secretary of the
ellowship.

8.4

The Area group shall liable to the Board of the Fellowship In all matters arlsing. Minutes
from any Area group meeting shail be sent to the Secretary of the Fellowship within seven
days of the said meeting,

8.5

Area Groups may decide on their own Constitution, but no aspect of it shall contradict nor
dilute the Constitution of the Fellowship.

86
Area Groups may recelve funding as decided at the Feflowship’s AGM.

8.7 .
Area Groups shall hold an Annual General Maeting in January ar February and submit
minutes therefrom to the Secratary of the Fellowship.

8.8 :

Area Groups shall appoint a Treasurer who shall be responsible for the supervision of the
funds of that Area Group, and for keeping accounts of its income and expenditure. All
investmants of Area Group monies shall be limited to savings accounts.

8.8.1
Area Groups shall submit their annual accounts to the Secretary of the Fellowship for

subsequent examination by the Fellowship's Independent Examinier on or before the 315
December -

9 Ceramonies

9.4

The Board of the Fellowship shall slect the following from thely nurber, such persons to
constitute the Ceremonies Commilttee to be a sub committee of the board.

9.1a
National Ceremonies Geordinator;

9.1b
Assistant National Ceremonies Coordinator;

9.1g

Other committes members fo be appointed by eiection from the Membership as the Board
of the Fellowship determines necessary in Liaison with the National Ceremonies
Coordinator and Assistant Ceremonies Coordinator for the efficlent management of the
Fellowship's caremonies. The Ceremonies commiltes may co-opt no mors than two other
Members of the Fellowship.




Meetings of the Cemmomes Committee sha]l be at the discretion of the sald commlitee
and be chalred by the National Ceremonias Coordinator or in their absence the Assistant
National Ceremonies Coordinator.

8.3
The Fellowship shall maintain a Register of Gelebrants.

9.4
Raglstration of Celebrants shall be 6n recommendation of the Ceremonies Committee and
after approvat by the Board of the Fellowship.

9.5
Registration of Celebrants shall be reviewed annually by the Ceremonies Gommiltee who
shall make recommendations to the Board of the Fellowship for approval.

9.6 .
Only Registered Celebrants are entitled fo perform Ceremonies on behalf of the
Feilowship.

9.7
The Ceramonies Committee shall train potential Celebrants and crganise support and
monitor Registerad Celebrants

9.8 )

The Ceremonies Commitiee shall be rasponsible fot enforcmg the Celebrants Disciplinary
Procedurs, Guidelines, Code of Conduct and Assessment Procedure, In liaison with the
Board of the fellowship,

9.9 '
The Celebrants may hold a Celebrants Gonference to provide a forum for the Celebrants.

9.10 L

The Celebrants’ Conference ot the Ceramonies Committee may recommend to the Board
of the Fellowship for approval, fees charged by the Celebrants (Ceremony fees) and
circumstances where fees shauld be waived on humanitarian grounds,

9.12

The Celebrants' Conference or the Ceremonies Committee may recommend fo the
Board of the Feliowship for approval, the contributions to be paid to the Fellowship by
Celebrants for each ceremony performead (Fellowship contributions).

10 Gonferences

10.1

The business of the Fellowship may be debated at conferences of members, for
recommendation to the Annual General Meeting (AGM).

10.2
All members of the Fellowship in attendance at a conference shall be eligibla to vote.




11 Special General Meeting

1141

A Special General Mesting (SGM) of the Fellowship may be called by the Chairman, of by
written request of not less than 30% of the members of the Fellowship, delivered to the
Secretary specifying the precise purpose for which the meeting has been called.

11.2 ‘
If a SGM is called it shall be held as soon as pracficable.

113
The Secretary shall give all members of the Fellowship fourteen days prior nofice of the

date, time and place of the meeting and the precise purpose for which the raeeting has
heen called.

12 Standing Orders

124
The business of the Fellowship, the Bdard of the Fellowship and any Sub-Committees

thereof shall be conducted in accardance with the Standing Orders.

13 Amendments to the Consfitution

131 ) , .
This Constitution may be amanded only by a resolution passed by 80% majotity of all
members present at an Annual General Meeting, or ata SGM called for that purpose.

13.2
A motion to amend the Constitution may only be submitted by:

13.2.1
The Board of the Fallowship;

18.2.2
At least 30% of the membership of the Fellowship;

183
“Within thtee months, the Secretary shall communicate to all members, detalls of any

amendments passed.”

134
This Constitution must be fully reviewed by the Fellowships’ Board of the Fellowship not

iater than 31% March 2013 and thereafter not later than the 31" Deceimber 2022 and either
amended o re-dnstated as appropriate. The not-later-than-date’ for the subsequent
reviewing will be 10 years after each full review.

14 Dissolution of the Fellowship

14.1 G
Any proposal for the dissolution of the Fellow:
Secretary by not less than ene quarter qft

ip shall be intimated in writing fo the
bers__t_nlp of the Fellowship. The




" Secretary shall place this proposal on fhe agenda of the next Annual General Meeting or
of a Special General Meeting if that has been convened or requisitioned for the purpose.

14.2

Any such proposal shall require to be approved by a twa-thirds majority of members
present at the meating at which it is consldered. in the evant of dissolution, any funds of
the Fellowship remaining after payment of all debts of the Fellowship shall be donated to
those registered charities for humanitarian purposes being supported by the Fellowship in
pursuance of 3.3 immediately priot to its dissolution o, failing that, the international
Humanist and Ethical Union.

This Constitution was adopted by the Humanist Fellowship Scotland at its inception

on ,..8th...of December 201 2.
Amended Aprif 2013
Amended 12 Qatober 2016 o

. Partll
_Standing Orders

1 Chair

1
At the Annual General Meeting, at Special General Meetings and at all mastings of the

Board of the Fellowship, the Chalrman shall chair the meeting, or in his absence, a-
member appointed by a majority of those present,

2 Agenda and Submission of Motions for General Meetings and Gonferences

2.1 '
The Secretary must receive motlons for any Gieneral Meeting not later than 28 days

hefore the date of the mesting. Each motion must be submitted in writing and sighed by
tha Proposer and a Seconder.

2.2

Not withstanding 2.1 above, an emergency motion may be moved in person at the
meeting only if:

2.2.14

The Chair rules that it is competent; or

222
Two-thirds of those present and voting agree that it should be debated.

23
No motion ar amendment shall be debated unless seconded gither in wriling before

deadline for submission or in person at the meating.

2.4
An agenda for all General Meetings shall be issued to all members not later than 14 days

prior to the date of the meeting. Mambers shall also receive the Fellowship's Annual L




Report, the minutes of the previous AGM and alt motions properly submitted together with
norminations received for both Office Bearers and the Board of the Fellowship.

3 Standing Orders and Agenda Committee

3.1

The Board of the Fellowshlp may appoint a Standing Orders and Agenda Committee to be
responsible for the agenda and matters of procedure at General Meetings and
Conferences. The Committee shall consist of the Chairman, the Sacretary, and up to four
athers from amangst the Board and Members of the Fellowship. The Standing Orders and
Agenda Committee may ce-opt other membaers of the Fellowship.

4 Procedures at Meetings

4.1
Business shall be dealt with in the ordet in which it appears in the agenda, unless the
Ghair with the agreement of the meeting decides otherwise,

42

Members wishing to rafse business not on the agenda by means of an emergency motion
must submit it in writing to the Chair not later than thirty minutes before the start of the
maeeting or conference, or, if thera is more than one session, before the end of the
previous sessiofn.

4.3 ' .

It shall be at the discretion of the Chalr elther to rule such a motion as urgent and allow it
fo be raised at the and of the mesting or to direct that it shall be placed on the agenda of
the next mesting.

4.4 ' -
Every motion put in writing must be signed by the member propasing .

4.5 -
Motlons and amendments shall be discussed only aftar they have been moved and
seconded by mambers presant at the meeting.

4.6
The Chair may require amendments fo he put in writing.

4,7
Tha Chair may judge an amendment to be not competent and reject it.

4.8
Amendmants shall be discussed and voted an before the original motion is put to the
maeting.

4.9
Amendments shall be voted on one at a time.

4.10
Mavers of mations shall have a right of reply.

10




4.11
A direct nagative shall not be a competent amendment,

4,12

An amendmant calling for ‘No action’ shall be voted on first. If ‘No action’ is carried, the
meeting shall procesd to the next business without further consideration of the motion or
any other amendment to that motlon.

413

A proposal to remit any motion to the Board of the Fellowship may be moved, providing
notice is given to the Chalr during the debate. '‘Remit bacld shall be voted on after the vote
on all amendiments and immeadiately befare the vote on the substantive mation.

414

Any member who has not spoken in a debate may propose ‘That the quastion be now
put’. If this is seconded and the Chair thinks the quesfion has had sufficient discussion,
the Chair will order 3 Vote on that proposal, without further discussion. If this is cartied, the
propaser of the arlginal motion wilt have the right of reply, and the question itself will then
be put to the meeting. If the proposal ‘That the question be now put’ is not carrled, a
similar proposal may-be made after every two other members have spaken.

4.5 ) ' -

_ Any member who has not spoken in a debate may propose "Next business’ at any time. It
shall be put fo the vote immediately without debate and if carrled by a two-thirds majority,
the meeling will proceed Immediately to the nexi item on the agenda.

5 Voting

5.1 ;
Only members of the Fellowship shall be entitlad to vate at meetings of the Fellowship, the
Board of the fellowship and Sub-committees.

5.2
Voting other than for elactions shall be by show of hands unless the Chair directs
otherwise.

53
* Subject to 5.5, the Chair shali have a casting as well as a deliberative vote,

5.4

A simple majority of those present and vating at a meeting shall determine the outcome of
any matter voted upon, unless the motlon is for the amendment of the Constitution or
Standing Orders or for the dissolution of the Fellowship.

55 ..
In the event of a tied vota for the election. of an Office Bearer the result shall be decided by
lot, In such manner as the Chair shall determine.

6 Nominations for Office Bearers and Board of the Fellowship

6.1
The Secretaty must receive written nominations for Office Boarers and the Board of the
Fellowship at least 28 days before the Annual Genaeral Meeting. Each nomination must be

1




gigned hy the proposer and seconder and must be confirmed by written consent of the
nominee.

6.2
If no nominations are received in accordance with 6.1 then nominations may be taken at
the Annual General Meeting.

7 Elections

7.1
i the number of nominees for any office or the Board of the Fellowship Is equal to or less
than the number of places, there shall be a confirmatory vote by show of hands.

7.2 :
Where there is mere than one nominee for any office, alection shall be by such method as. -
the Ghair with the agreement of the mesting shall decide.

7.3
Where the number of nominations for the members of the Board of the Fetiowship
requires a secret ballot, this will if possible take place using the Single Transferable Vote.

8 Notice of Board of the Fellowship meetings

RAR

Notice of {he date, time and place of each Board of the Fellowship meeting shall be sent
to every-member of the Board of the Fellowship by the Secretary not |ater than seven
days hefore the date of the meeting.

g Quorums

9.4
The quorum at any General Meeting shall be 60% of the members.

9.2
At a mesting of the Board of the Fellowship or of & Sub-committee, the quorum shall he
60% of its membership.

10 Gonduct of Progeedings
10.1
The Chair shall conduet the meeting in accordance with the Standing Orders. If a question

arises which is not covered by the Standing Orders, the Chair shall rule In accordance
with the normal procedures of debate and the Chair's daecision shall be final.

11 Amendments of Standing Orders

- 114

These Standing Orders may be amended only by a resolution passed by two-thirds
majority of members present at an Annual General Meating, or at a Special Genaral
Meeting called for the purpose. - ..

12
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?120?0“ to amend these Standing Orders may only be submitted by:
The Board of tha Fellowship;

11.2.2

An Area Group;

11.2.3

At loast ten marabers of the Fallowship of whom not more than five may be members of
The same Area Group;

11.2.4
At least six members of the Fellowship who are not members of any Area Group.

11.3
These Standing Orders must he fully reviewed by the Board of the Fellowship not later

than 31 March 2013 and elther amended or re-instated as appropriate. The ‘not-later-
than date’ for the subsequent reviewing will be 10 years after gach full review.

12 Suspension of Standing Orders

124 . . . :
-Any one or more of the Standing Orders may he suspended by a motlon having ralation to

a spadific iter of business and the procesdings arising therefrom, provided that at least
wyo thirds of the Board members present and voting shali vote far the motion. r

These Standing Orders were adopted by the Humanist Fetlowship of Scotiand at its i
ince?tion : |
on 9" December 2012. | |
Amended April 2013 '{
Amended 12™ October 2016 : i

Appendix
IHEU Declaration of the World Humanist Congress of 2002

In 1952, at the first and founding IHEU congress, a declaration with IHEU's principles ‘
about humanism was formulated and accepted as resclution. In 2002, at the anniversary ﬁ
congress of 50 years of IHEU, a revised version was adopted. g

Humanism Is the outcome of a long tradition of free thought that has Inspired many of the
world’s great thinkers and creative artisis and gave rise to science itself.

The fundamentals of modem Humanism are as follows:

1...Humanism is ethical. It affirms the worih, dignity and autonomy of the individual and
tha right of every human being to the greatest possible freadom compatibie with the rights
of others. Humanists have a duty of care to ail of humanity including future generations.
Humatists beliove that marality is an infrinsic part of humen nature hased on
understanding and a concern for others, needing no external sanction.

13




2._ Humanism Is rational. It seeks to use science creatively, not destructively. Humanists
believe that the solutions to the world's problems fie in human thought and action rather
than divine intervention. Humanism advocatas the applicafion of the methads of science
and free Inquiry fo the problems of human welfare. But Humanists also believe that the
application of science and technology must be tempered by human values. Science glves
us the means but human values must propose the ends.

3...Humanism supports demoaracy and human rights. Humanism aims at the fullest
possible development of every human peing. It holds that democracy and human
deveiopment are matters of right. The principles of democracy and human rights can be

applisd to many human relationships and are not restricted to methods of government.

4.. Humanism insists that personal iiberty must be combined with social responsibility.
Humanism ventures to build a world on the idea of the free person respansible {o saclety,
and recoghlses our dependence on and responsibliity for the natural world. Humanism is
undogmatic, imposing
from Indoctrinatlon.

i

5...Humanism is a response to the widespread demand for an alternative to dogmatic

_refiglan. The world’s major rellglons claim 1o be based on vevelations fixed for all ime, and
many seek o impase their world-views on all of humanity. Humanism recognises that
reliable knowledge of the world and outselves arises through a continuing process of
obsarvation, evaluation and revision.

6 ...Humanism values artistic creativity-and imaginatlon and recognlses the transforming
power of art. Humanlsm affirms the Importance of literature, music, and the visual and
performing arts for personal developmant and fulfilment.

7. Humanism Is a life stance aiming at the maximum possible fulfiiment through the
cultivation of ethical and creative living and offers an ethical and rational means of
addressing the challenges of our times. Humanism can be a way of lifa for everyone
everywhere, :

Our primary task ts to make human beings aware in the simplest terms of what Humanism
oan mean {0 them and what it commits them to. By utiiising free inquiry, the powaer of
science and creative imagination for the furiherance of paace and in the service of
compassion, we have confidence that we have the means o solve the problems that
confront us all. We call upon all who share this canviction to assaclate themselves with us
in this endesavour.

IHEU Congress 2002.

Wehsite: www.iheu.org

no creed upon its adherents. It is thus commitied to education free..~
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Dear Mis Rodgers ploage find attached capies of letter gent to you confitming changes to out metnbership




HUMANIST o

FELLOWSHIP
OF SCOTLAND

27¢h March 2019

Mrs Lynne Rodgers
Marriage & CP Section
National Records of Scotland

. New Register House .
Edinburgh
Bl 3T

marria-gé'@mscotiand.g_bv.uk
Dear Mrs Rodgers,
'Apprc;\}ed Gelléblrants List

[ write to advise of a change in OWr membership which affects your Approved Celebrants List.

- Asof 175 March 2019, ‘has resigned from the fumanist Fellowship of

geotland. As@iik s 10 jonger a mmember oF colebrant with oar group,. can be removed from

R " thelistof those members we have nominated to solemnise marriages on pehalf of the
SRR : Humanisti-‘ellowship of Scotland.

. Weunderstand that-has notified you of this G- has retarned Gl
. Tletter of authority granted by your office on1st December 2017 as required by that letter-

Should you need any further information or completion of formal docurpentation re garding
this please do not nesitate to contact me.

1 am sending this Jatter to you by email and by post.

vours sincerely.

Chairman, Humanist Fellowship of Scotland

— = merwERATY




Stawart R {Rugsell) S
Frany: stewart R [Rusself) on behaif of NRS : Marriage Maithox 3
Sent: 28 March 2019 0811
To: '
Subject: RE: Resignation ofﬂ
Gaood Moring
;t[:hank you for your émail. .

o list of approved celabrants on bahalf of

wil arraﬁge for D and QP to be yemoved from th
he Humanist Eeliowship of Scotland.

ours faithfully .

Russell Stewait
Casework Adminigtrator ‘ "

National Racards of Scotiand
- New Register House
S Edinburgh

. EH1 YT

Tali 0181 314 4475 ‘
Z -  Faw 0131314 4532 \
Zf Feom:

foe oL - Sents 27 Muarch 2019 17:15
i ~ 0 Tot NRS : Marviage Mallbox <marriage@nrscotland.gm.uk>

i, Subject: Resignation of“

'

04 Wins Rodgers
Dear Mis Rodgers please find attached coples of letict gent to you confitmiog chenges to ou membership
which affects your Approved Celebrant list.

Youts sitcerely,

. Chairmsn, Humanist Fellowship of Scofland

v

“Frumanist Celebrant
Tamanist Pefloviship of Scutland

mob:




Rodgers L (l.m' he)

from: Redgers L {Lynne) on behaif of NRS - Marriage Mailbox
Sent: 08 January 2018 10:36

fo: . 'ask@humarﬁst-ceremonfes.org'

bjact: RE: Notification of Chan

Ceremonies

*

- b
Year (IR Wﬂ&,&‘ ?’MH’ -

hank yau for your e-mall.

wiil arrange for our records to bé updated accordingly.

ind regards |

mne Rodgers o
arriage Section

~Qriginal Messaga-—-- - )

om: ask@humanist-ceremonies.orq imailto:ask@humggist-cargmoniesprg}
nt: 07 January 2018 10:28

. NRS : Marriage Mailbox

Ibject: Notification of Change of Address - Marriage Officer ~ Independent Humanist
remonies -

at SirfMadam,

f your Information and attention and with reference to the subject and in conjunction with the

the change of address for one of
“approved celebranis,

of todays date the following is the new address for -

1L

st this will be in order.
rs faithfully
L] .

irman

——

emall has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security. cioud sorvica.
.nare information please visit http:/, symanteccloud.com

ge of Address - Marriage Officar - Indepandent Humanist




ewart ell) e
'ﬂsk@humanist*ceremonies.org

5 13.04 R
.

QN

antt 23 lanuary 200

‘o NRS : Marrage Mailbox

iubjects Application for approval - rwlependent Humanist _Ceremon’les
independent Hurmanist Ceremonies

1108000148342 -
wvmﬂ.humanistaceremonias.org

¥, R. Burns
gputy Rreglsirar Generat
\arriage

National Reco
New Register House _
23 January 2018

" Edinburgh . ,
EHt YT _
-.}. - ) . ) ‘
pear Sir, . '
Lefterin suﬁport for dasignated merfibers of !ndapendent Humanist Ceremonies to be authorised
marriage officer to golemnise ynarriage. Marviage {Scoﬂand) Act 1977,
With reference to the above and correspondence dated the 24th and 251
an additional two Marmiage Officers, | @m writing to you a8 Chairman of

regarding {he training of
Tat Ceremonios (LH.L.
Sced on the Apero

independent Hunanist
idared for authoris

ow be const

i of August 2017

and Qham auccassiully completed the |.H.C. mariage training course tnevefore
raspeclfuiiy reques at they be granted authnﬁsation allowing them to act as approved Maniage
nige marage in Scotland on pehalf of and designated to independent Hurnanist

Officer to golem
‘Ceremonies.
" Both-and o6 active members for LH.C "and this lette? tastifies that the
arganisaﬁcn supports this appll_caﬁcn. -
mation please do not hesitate to get in touch.

1




Chalrman :

Independent Humanist Caremori!es

w.hgmanis_t—cemmbnies.org

This email has been scannad by the Symantec Emaif Sacurily.cloud sérﬁice.
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From: Radgers |. (lynne)

Sant: 18 May 2018 10:59

To! ‘ask@humanlst-ceramonies.org’
Subject: ) Marrlage Officers
DeardilllP

| refer to our recent telephohe conversations about the situation regarding (IR ore of
the matrlage officers with Independent Humanist Ceremonies.

1 am writing to confirm that, in view of tha unfartunate circumstances, it has been agreed that IHC
can {rain @ couple of marriage officers with a view to them covering {illllJ#s weddings which have
already heei booked and fo, providing gddltional cover forgjjparéa of responalbility.

e
i
i

. Kind regatds
. -

-‘T!Tyﬂnga Rodgers

[

Lynrie Rodgers
Casework Supervisor, Marriage Section

. National Recards of Scafland
New Register House
Edinburgh | . |
EH1 3YT - %

Telephone: 0131 314 4447 . |
Fanc 0131 314 4532 . ‘ H




ohaif of NRS Marriage MallboX

form: stewart R (Russell) on
E’nt; 25 January 2018 08:30
Bt . 'ask@human'\st—ceremunies.crg‘ .
Yhject - RE ppplication for approvel - Independent Hugnanist Ceremontes
s00d Motning ’
il amange for the nomination forme to be sent out. -
yours sincerely
ek
gussell Stewart . :
; asewori Admlnistratqr
"= & National Recoyds of Scotland '
- Mow Regiete? ﬁousa t
- Edinburdh

TR

M1 YT

Y

el 01313144475
fo, 0131 314 4532

- -Otighnal Message——
anistmmamunkas.or [maitto:aﬁ@humanist—caremgnies.org}

- From. ask@puin
sent: 23 January 2018 13:.04
To NRS @ Mamiage Maitbox
.. Subject: Application for approval - inqiapendent Humman
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From: !

Sent; 23 April 2018 13:42
To: Burns R (Rod)
Subject:

Hi Rod

Sarry to bother you with this but it has been brought to my attention that (Il Marriage officer, independent
Hurnanist Ceremonies {Section K) canducted a marriage ceremony yesterday 2t NENINNNND hcrdeen, in
the evaning' was the DJ. | have seen a couple of things recently on Facabook thanking @ for conducting a lovely
ceremony and then providing the entertainment in the evening, this made me suspictous. |had asked my team to
watch and listen to anything said about§iif and the couple have just returned their Schedule fram yesterday'’s
wedding and conflrmed that{y was in fact the D3 last night

Is there anything that we can do 'i;hout this?
! hope this finds you well
* Kindest Regards o

Senior Registrar
Registrar of Births etc
Business Hub 3
Ground Floor South
Marischat College
Broad Street
Aberdeen

AB10 1AB

Tel. No (D
Fax Noy

IPORTANT NOTICE: This e-mail (including any attachment to it) is confidential, protected by copyright
and may be privileged, The information contained in it should be vsed for its intended purposes only. If you
receive this email in ervor, notify the sender by reply email, delete the received email and do not make use
of, disclose ot copy it, Whilst we tike reasonable precautions to cusure that our emails are free from viruses,
we cannof be responsible for agy viruses transmitted with this email and recommend that you subject any
insoming email to your own virus checking procedures, Unless related to Couneil business, the opinions
expressed in this email are those of the sender and they do not necessarily constitute those of Aberdeen City
Council. Unless we expressly say otherwise in this email ot its attachments, neither this email nor its
attachments create, form part of ot vary any comtractual or unilateral obligation. Aberdeen City Council's
incoming and outgoing email is subject to regular monttoring.

This email hag been scanned by the Symantec Email Seounrity.cloud setvice.
For more information please visit hitp://www.symanteccloud.com




From: ssk@humanist-ceremonies.org
Sent: 04 May 2018 12:27

To: Burns R (Rod); Bumns R (Rod)
Suhfect: Marriage Officer training

Dear Mr Burns,

As directed [ am submitting this request in support of Independent Humanist Ceremonies (1.H.C.)
being granted permission to train additional new Marriage Officers.

I.H.C. membership Is continuing to expand with our membership now in excess of 5500, as a
consequence raquests for our services continues to grow. Currently requests for our services
from the sast and south of Scotland, especially Edinburgh and Scottish Borders, is extremely high.

As you will know we currei;tly have only two Marriage Offlcers located in Edinburgh with one of
them indicating that as of 2019 @i will be reducing the number of ceremonies @i conducts, [tis
fherefore necessary, due to demand, for 1.H.C. to train additional marriage officers to cater for this
increase.

At present, to.satisfy this derand, 1.H.C. Marriage Officers are having to travel considerable
distances In order to fulfil the wishes of couples getting ‘
mattled in Edinburgh and the Scottlsh borders.

‘As suéh | am writing to seek y;:)ur"endorsement for .H.C. to recruit and train additional Marriage
Officers, put simply we (L.H.C.) are only seeking to keep pace with demand.

I triist this will meet with your agreement and await your reply.

5 "Regards

i Chalrman

e lndeﬁendent Humanist Ceremonies

www.humanist-ceremonies.org

independent Humanist Ceremonles (IHC) comply with General Data Protection Regulation. Your
email and contact detalls are retained by IHC and your Celebrant only for the purposes of
maintaining contact with you. This is necessary to provide our service and no details are shared
with third parties. You have the right to have us remove your data at any time, however in doing
so before the conclusion of your contract (i.e, conducting your ceremony) IHC and your Celebrant
will be unable to fulfil their obligations to you.

This email has been scannad by the Symantec Email Security.ciéud gervice.
For more information please visit hitp:/Avww,symanteceloud.com
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Stewart Ri{Russell)

From: 0 Burns R (Rod)

Sent:. 31 August 2018 15:20

To:, i NRS : Marriage Mallhox; McCafferty J John)

-Subjact: FW: Response to your e-mall of August 26
“:How do ~ for info; just gone out. Rod .
; E-’:_Fram: Burns R (Rod)

_* Sent: 31 August 2018 15:19
. Tos ask@humanist-ceremonies.aig
" Subject: Response to your e-mail of August 26

i

eememl
b i i - L]
~ *Thanks for letting us know of the intention of your mattiage officer in BEdinburgh to retire towards the snd

02019, We're content that you recruit and frain & replacement, and would ask that you apply for that
petson’s authorisation at a date near to the retirement date of the current officer, onee that has been

established.

Yours

Rod Burns

;- sputy Registrar General
B Ilﬂ ational Records of Scotland

R

., Preserving the past; recording the present; informing the future

New Regisier House
3 West Register Street
Edinburgh, EHI 3YT

(0131) 314 4434

From: ask@humanist-ceremonies.ord mailto;ask@humanist-ceremonies.of
Sent: 26 August 2018 17:46 _ _

To: Burns R {Rod) o

Subject; Approval for training.

Dear Mr Burns,
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New Register House

3 West Register Street
Edinburgh

EHI 3YT

(0131) 314 4434

Februaty 19,2019

Dear Mr YN

As part of its ongoing programme of wotk on the solemnisation of mariage and registration of civil
partnership, National Records of Scotland (NRS) is undertaking an audit. This audit relates to celebrants
who have been authorised by the Repistear General to solemnise marriages of tegistet ¢ivil partnerships
on the nomination of a belief body. The purpose of the audit is to ensure that nominating bodies continue
- to corform to the statutory definitlon of a befief body. Iam therefore wriling to you to seek information

that will enable the Regisirar Genexal to determine this issue,

. The statutory definition of a hefief body is “an orgatiised group of people ..., the principal object (or one

- of the priticipal objects) of which is to upbold or promote phitosophical beliefs and which meets regularly
for that purpose”. When Independent Humanist Ceremonies was originally requited to satisfy the
Registrar General that it was a belief body, the information requested in relation to that requirement
included the following:

s A copy of THC’s constitution ot statement of Taith, containing the aims and beliefs of the group
together with details on the appointment of office bearets

« The tmber of membets, both locally and within the UK (if applicable)

e Details of how often THC met to uphold and promote philosophical beliefs, such as calendars of
events, minutes of meetings and so on, as well as details of how membets are given notice of these
meetings

e Tnformation sbout the forin of matriage ceremony to be used, where approptiate,

For the putpose of this audit, T would therefore ask you to tespond within 28 days of the date of this lettex,
enclosing updated information and materials in regard to:

o Details of curient office bearers (including any recent or proposed changes to membership of
those offices)

o  Cutrent membership numbers, a3 at the end of 2018
Details of meetings held since the start of 2018 to uphold and promote the body*s philosophical
beliefs. In relation to each meeting, information provided should include date, venue and the
wsual means by which membess wete given notice of the meeting '

« A copy of your current form of mariage ceremony.

ﬁrESer\_r!ng the past [ Recording the present | nforming the future




1 would be happy td tallé thmugh any aépect 6fthis request, and can be contacted on the details above.

Yours

ROD BURNS
Deputy Registrar General

Preserving the past | Recording the present | informing thefuture




v

) Independent
Ceremonies

. - P f
- - T
ro—n - - - = .y T, P . [ . ! R
P « - ‘ . - .
. A

08000148342

 ask@humanist-ceremonels.org
Mr Rod Burns

Deputy Reglstrar General

New Register-House
3 West Register Street -

Edinburgh

CEHESYT 7 March 2019

Dear Mr. Burns

In response to your letter dated February 19, 2019 regarding your audit
relating to celebrants who havé been authorised by the Registrar General
to solemnise marriage or register civil partnerships on the nhomination of a
balief body, please find the following Information you have requested:-

The purpose of Independent Humanist Ceremonies, 1L.H.C., is to promote
humanist values to people in Scotland primarily by providing Humanist
ceremonles of many types. Through our ceremonies LH.C,

promote Humanism, a secular world view, and equal treatment of
everyone regardless of religion, belief, gender or sexuality. 1.H.C.
encourage people to think for themseives about what is right and wrong,
hased on reason and respect for others, B

1.H.C. traln all thelr cetebrants to conduct wedding celebrations, funerals,
memorials, and naming ceremonies to a high professional level of service
ensuring at all times that the ceremony is dignified, meaningful and
personal within a broad Humanist framework while providing funeral
servicas, frae of charge, for children under 16 or those suffering severe
financial difficufty, 1.H.C. also provide free marriage sarvices for those
terminally il

I.H.C. office bearers are:-




Chairman Norrie Flowers,
Secretary Jeanann Andrews,
Treasurer Eleanor Flowers

LH.C. membership at the end of 2018 was 6857, membership of LH.C. s
voluntary with no joining nor mambership fees.

public meetings held since the beginning of 2018 were:-

25t January 2018, House for an Art Lover, Glasgow.

20t February 2019, The Alona Hotel, Motherwell,

Information regarding meetings are clrcutated via LH.C. website and

social media outlets.

Members Meeting

1st May 2018, The Alona Hotel, Motherweil.

gth October 2018, The Alona Hotel, Motherwell.

Information regarding meeting circulated via 1.H.C. website. .

With regards to providing a copy of 1.H.C. current form of marriage. .
cererony, there is no set ceramony as 1.H.C.’s approach to the marriage .

* s to provide a very personalised, non-religious ceremony, the people

involved being at the heart of It, with their wishes at Its core. There s

' therefora no set format or structure.

" "However, LH.C. "M%i?‘ﬁé_dé"ﬁ'f_fﬁ:é,?s'“éﬁ"s“d’r’e"fﬁ'ét’é’iiéi’\ﬂégal"‘fiié’i Friage .

ceremony is solemnised.in accordance with-the Marriage {Scotland) Ack.,
including the required declarations.in a, location-specified on the Marriage
Schedule in & safe, dignified, meaningful and professionai manner. LH.C.
Marriage Officers ‘always ensure ﬁthat‘.the_Malgriagg_S,ch‘edul‘e is correctly
signed in permanent blacic liquid ink, using the names shown on the

Marrlage Schedule.

should there be anything you wish i:e_ciarlfy_oé'di'ééuss' pl_g,ése do not
hesitate to contact.me direct. Ce e .

Yours sincerely

- . -
L e —_— T .
— PR

Chairman




‘BumsR(Rod)

From! Burns R (Rodl}

Sant: 04 Septamber 2018 17:29
Tor NRS : Marriage Malibox
Subject: Quick request
Importance; High

How do — Pm offering urgent comments on a draft submission re Humanist celebrants to R
and.s asked in an annex for the martiages carriad out in 2017 by the following. Do

you know these, or would it be the FER fean - ? |

Red

A Quiet Revolution

Humanism in Scotland
Humanist Association Scotlan
Humanity Halt © - -
The Love Society

Alba Ceremonies




. Burns R {(Rod)
‘e

SR OO U S TS

Fromm; Rodgers L (Lynne) on behalf of NRS : Marriage Mailbox
Sent: 05 September 2018 09:49

To: Burns R (Rod)

Ce; Stewart R {Rusself)

Subject: RE: Quick request

Hallo Rod

Russell had kindly gathered the information which is as follows:
2017 Marriages

A Quiet Revolution - 8

Humanism in Scotland - 54
Humanist Association Scotland - 79
Humanity Hall - 37

The Love Society - 61

Alba Ceremontes — B5

I hope this is helpful

ILynne

From: Burns R (Rod)

Sent: G5 September 2018 09:20

Tor NRS : Marriage Mailbox <marriage @nrscotland gov.uk>
Ce: Stewart R (Russell) <Russell, Stewart@nrscotland.gov.ul>
Suhject: RE: Quick request

Yes ploase — apols, should have heen more precise! Rod

From: Rodgers L (Lynne) On Behalf Of NRS : Marrlage Maflbax
Sent: 05 Septernber 2618 08:34

To: Burns R (Rod)

Ce: Stewart R (Russell)

Subject: RE: Quick request

Hello Rod

| assume It is the total number of weddmgs for each organisation,

We'll fry and get you this mformatlon fn ater thls morning — only Russell and | are in today.




" \'Rodgers L (Lynne)

. R '; \
From: Radgérs L (Lynne) on behalf of NRS : Marriage Mailbox ' )
Sent: 23 January 2019 16:31 -
To: Buins i (Rod)
Ce: : Kirkland G {Gemma)
Sulsjfact: EW: Information updates and request from The Love Soclety
Hello Rad

Ploase see e-mail balow from — ‘ ]

1 don't think the request is unreasonable — one out, one in - which means they wil still have 4
colebrants. Are you therefore happy to agree to the request?

~

If so | will infarmccordingty. { will 2lso explain about ternporary and full authotisation I
which 1 think will answer§iisquery about ‘remisterad’ calabrants. it will probably result in{p ;

I

;;@sking for full authorisation. ‘

I'm not sure where we stand at the moment with regard to requests for full authorisation. We have
. recetved one from the Alba Society which was formed by former registrars. Hnow wants full

aythorisation for Its celebrants but 1 am not sure if we should hold off mehntime Tn view of the

intanded intraduction of qualifying requirements or if we proceed as normal. }

Lynne

From: Love Society <Thel.oveSotlety@hotmail.com>

Sant: 15 January 2019 1416

To: NRS « Marriage Mallbox <marriage@nrscotland.gov.ulc
Subject; Informatjon updatas and request from The Love Saciaty

. Marrlage Section .
. New Reglster House .
B West Register Street

Edinburgh
. Scotland

e Dear Ms Rodgers
.~ Good Afternoan, | am writing about the following matters:

1, Tonotify you of a celebrant who has left.
2. Arequestto you to consider one new replacement celebrant.

3, Arequest regarding registered and temporary celebrants,
" .




 Santi 04 September 2018 17:29

- TorNRS rMarriage Mailhox <'marriage@nrscotland.gnv.uk>
Subject: Quick request

Importance: High

How do - I'm offering urgent comments on a draft submission re Humanist celebrants top
F, and @ asked in an annex for the mattlages carried out in 2017 by the following. Do
GU know these, or would it be the FER team - ?

Reod

A Quiet Revolution

Humanism in Scofland
Humanist Association Scotland
Humanity Hall

The Love Saciely

Alba Ceremonies




\Rod eisLlynne) _ |

From: . Rodgers L (Lynne) on behalf of NRS : Marriage Maitboy N
Sent: 08 February 2019 02:21 )

To: ‘Love Sodety' 1

Subject: ‘ FW: Information updates and request from The Love Society

pear UNEEEINEN

Further to my e-mail below 1 am pleased to inform you that it has been agreed that NG
@\ can be granted femporary authorlsation to conduct wedding ceremonies on behalf of The
Love Soclety. We will hold on to the letters of support until we receive @ first request for
authorisation.

1 note that IR s no longer with The Lave Society and | will arrange for our records 1o
be updated accordingly. i~ $3me A&, w2 .

+ x < Withiregard to the registration office making reference to a ‘registered’ calebrant | can only
" assume that the registrars were asking if you were an approvad celebrant i.e. you had
authorlsation to conduct the wedding. - :

Marriage celsbrants who are‘aﬁi'iiatec'i- to and supported by a presciibed teligious or belief body
have automatic authorisation.to sonduct wedding ceremonies in Scotland as prescribed bodies
are allowed under our marriage law to authorise their own celebrants.

Marriage celebrants who are not with nrescribed bodies must be authorised by the Registrar
General either under Section 9 of the Marriage (Scofland) Act 1977 or temporarlly authorised
under Section 12 of the 1977 Act. Celebrants who are authorised under Section 9 are granted a
full (3 year period) of authorisation which can be renewed on the axpiry of that

authorisation. Their names are kept on our register of approved celebrants which ail registrars
have access fo. These cetebrants are with large and/or well established organisations.

| hope that this explanation ie helpful.

ﬂi{md regards

Lynne Radgers
Marriage Section

From: Rodgets L (Lynne) On Behalf Of NRS ; Marriage Maitbox

Sents 21 January 2019 14:59 .

Yo: Love Soclety <ThaloveSaciety@hotmail.com>

Subject: RE: Information updates and request fram The Love Saciety

Dear QENNEG_ ’
Thank you for your e-mail.

We hope to be in a position to reply soon.

Kind regards




~ Burns R (Rod)_

ST ML W
From: Stewart R (Russell)
Sent: 1% February 2019 08:43
To: Burns R (Rod)
Subject: Nominators Details
Attachments; Renomination Exercise - Group 1 - Datafile - A Nominators Datafile.doc

Hi Rod
| have attached the list of nominators and Included the rest in the table below

| have also Included The Alba Society and A Quiet Revolution just in case they were o be
included too.

The Love Sodiety Ms Marion McGunnhigle
| Chalrperson

The Love Saociety

| 66 Rockmount Avenus
Batrhead
-Glasgow

G78 2HL

Humanity Hall 0. : Mr'Bryan S Begd
e Secretary
O, Humanity Hall
Richmorxd House
Richimond Road
Huntly, AB54 8BG

Humanist Association Scotiand Mr Duncan F Robertson
Chalrperson

Humanist Association Scotiand
30 Liberion Gardens
Edinburgh

EH16 6JR

The Alba Society Mrs Tracey Taskan
Chairperson

62 Hyslop Road
Stevenston

KAZ0 6HP

Scottish Spiritualist Churches Mrs Kathleen M Lawrence
3 MacLean Grove
Stewarifield

East Kilbride

G74 4TJ

A Quiet Revolution Ms Barbara Chalmers
A Quiet Revolution
43 Craighank

1




| FK10'3EG

Glébkmahhan'sh_ire

] ‘Tope this helps, good luck

" Thanks

Russell Stewart
Casework Administrator

National Records of Scolland
New Register House

- Edinburgh
EH1 3YT

Tel: 0131314 4475
Fax 01313144532,




