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Population And Migration Statistics (PAMS) Committee 
(Scotland) 

 

Vital Events Statistics Update 

1. Introduction 

This paper summarises the recent developments and improvements in vital events.  

2.  Timing of Vital Events Publications 

Following the consultation last year, we stopped publication of the preliminary annual 
results (usually published in March) and brought forward the publication of the vital events 
reference tables from August to June.  The 2017 reference tables and associated deaths 
from selected causes web sections were published on 27 June.  Drug-related deaths 
followed on 3 July. 

This change was deemed to be successful and we will carry on with this timetable for future 
years. 

3. Mortality Trends 

As discussed at previous meetings, the interest in the trend in mortality has increased 
further.  We have been working with colleagues in NHS Health Scotland to carry out 
segmented regression on our age-standardised mortality rates to identify the point at which 
the trend began to change Initial results of this analysis were presented at a mortality 
trends workshop on 13 November 2018 and a paper will be published in due course.  

4. Alcohol deaths 

When the new alcohol-specific deaths definition was developed, it was stated that it wasn’t 
possible to produce the time series back before ICD-10 codes were used.  This has caused 
problems for some of our users, so colleagues in NHS Health Scotland have developed a 
set of comparable ICD-9 codes which could be used to take the alcohol-specific deaths 
time series back to 1979. We published the full time series in October 2018. 

5. Dementia and Alzheimer’s deaths 

We published a new web section on deaths from dementia and Alzheimer’s disease on 27 
June 2018. 

6. Deprivation analyses of mortality 

Three new tables were added to the age-standardised death rates section of our website, 
providing breakdowns by deprivation quintile, for all ages, under 75s and cause of death. 

7. Life Expectancy 
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National life tables were published on 25 September 2018 and showed a reduction in life 
expectancy for both men and women in the latest period. 

Linked to the work on mortality trends, we have been carrying out decomposition of the life 
expectancy estimates to identify what is driving the slowdown in life expectancy growth.  
Initial results will be presented in a later agenda item. 
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