Small Area Population Estimates Scotland (SAPE), mid-2020

Summary

Scotland is split into
about 7,000 small areas
called data zones

Data zones are a small area
geography used to provide
statistics at local level.

There are 6,976 data zones
covering the whole of
Scotland and they nest
within council areas.

Most data zones contain
between 500 and 1,000
people

Data zones are designed to
have a population of around
500 to 1,000 household
residents. In mid-2020, the
average data zone
population was 784.

Most data zones change in
population over time. This
can be for many reasons. For
example:

- Births

- Deaths

- Migration

- Larger changes may be due
to housing demolitions or
new housing development

Find out about the data zone
you live in at
www.nrscotland.gov.uk/
interactive/small-area-
population-estimates
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Small Area Population Estimates Scotland (SAPE), mid-2020 Summary

Every council area has pockets of population growth and depopulation

In the last decade, mainly rural councils, as well as those in the west of Scotland have seen a
higher proportion of their areas decrease in population. In contrast, the cities have seen more
areas increase in population.

Percentage of data zones that increased, stayed the same (in white), or decreased population

by council area mid-2010 to mid-2020 Total
data

Increasing Decreasing zones
Glasgow ity
East Renfrewshire 45% 122
Perth and Kinross 48% 186
Shetland Islands 53% 30
Aberdeen City 54% 283
East Lothian 52% 132
Midlothian 57% 115
West Lothian 58% 239
Scottish Borders 61% 143
Aberdeenshire 61% 340
Clackmannanshire _ 61% 72
Highland | ze% 61% 312
Falkirk [ 8% ] 62% 214
South Lanarkshire _ 66% 431
East Dunbartonshire _ 65% 130
South Ayrshire _ 67% 153
North Lanarkshire _ 69% 447
Renfrewshire _ 70% 225
East Ayrshire _ 71% 163
Dumfries and Galloway _ 71% 201
Moray % | 74% 126
Na h-Eileanan Siar _ 75% 36
West Dunbartonshire _ 75% 121
Argyll and Bute _ 76% 125
North Ayrshire _ 76% 186
Inverclyde _ 82% 114
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