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 Numbers Percentages 
Whether or 
not a carer 

All 
persons 

Value set 
to 'Not a 

carer' 

Value 
imputed 

Person 
imputed 
by ONC 

Value set 
to 'Not a 

carer' 

Value 
imputed 

Person 
imputed 
by ONC 

Total 5,062,011 237,514 75,923 198,987 4.69 1.50 3.93 
Not a Carer 4,580,432 237,514 67,253 184,437 5.19 1.47 4.03 
Carer for 1 
- 19 hours 
a week 

305,600 0 5,362 9,358 0.00 1.75 3.06 

Carer for 20 
- 49 hours 
a week 

60,305 0 1,084 1,980 0.00 1.80 3.28 

Carer for 
50+ hours 
a week 

115,674 0 2,224 3,212 0.00 1.92 2.78 

 
 
For records with certain combinations of completed questions, the value 
of the 'Carer' variable was automatically set to 'Not a carer'. These 
instances were predominantly cases (all but some 500 out of almost a 
quarter of a million) where the carer question had been left blank but 
there was a response to the questions on 'Activity last week' (questions 
P19 to P23). In the other cases, the age of the person was under 5 (and 
other information tended to confirm this), but the person was entered by 
the form-filler as a carer; the value of the carer variable was also 
amended to 'Not a carer'. In all this action was taken for 4.7 percent of 
persons in the output database, or 5.2 percent of persons categorised as 
'not a carer'. 
 
A value of 'carer' was imputed in 1.5 percent of cases. The rate varied 
among carer categories with higher than average rates for carers; in fact 
the rate increased with the time spent caring each week. 
 
The ONC added 3.9 percent of person records in the output database, 
with a slightly higher equivalent figure for non-carers, and lower figures 
for carers. 
 

 


