
                                                                                                                                         PAMS (06) 10  

POPULATION AND MIGRATION STATISTICS COMMITTEE 
(SCOTLAND) 

 

Household estimates and projections update 
Household projections 

1. 2004-based household projections will be published on May 31st.  The projections will cover a 20-year 
period (2004 to 2024), rather than the 14-year period used in the past.  Local authorities who have signed up for 
pre-release access to these statistics will receive the publication the day before, to prepare for any media 
interest.  Once published, the figures will be available from the GROS website as usual, at http://www.gro-
scotland.gov.uk/statistics/library/household-estimates-projections/index.html.  Any requests for additional 
analysis, or further breakdowns of the figures, should be sent to the household estimates and projections 
branch, or GROS statistics customer services.  

2. For the 2006-based household projections, GROS is planning to make further changes to the methodology, 
including producing projections for different geographic areas, updating the information on communal 
establishment residents, and incorporating the results of household surveys such as the Scottish Household 
survey, to measure changes in household structure at the national level, since the last Census.  This work is 
being led by GROS/HARG (the Household Analysis Review Group), and will link in with the Population 
Projections Working Group, which is being led by the GROS Population and Migration Statistics Branch. 

 

Small area household estimates  

3. There is strong demand among local authorities for household estimates and projections for different 
geographies, in addition to local authority areas.  The Planning etc (Scotland) Bill was introduced in the Scottish 
Parliament in December 2005: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/51-planning/index.htm.  
Currently, plans are required for Local Authority areas and Structure Plan Areas, which are aggregates of local 
authority areas.  This will change: 

• Each Local Authority will still be required to produce a local plan – these will cover the whole country. 
• Scottish Ministers will designate groups of planning authorities to produce Strategic Development Plans, 

based around the four main cities regions of Glasgow, Edinburgh, Aberdeen and Dundee. These 
authorities will be known as Strategic Development Planning Authorities (SDPA). Within three months of 
their creation, each SDPA must define the potential boundary of its SDP, which will be sent to Scottish 
Minister for approval.  The Edinburgh strategic area, for example, could include parts of Edinburgh, 
Midlothian, East Lothian, West Lothian, Fife and Scottish Borders.  

• National Parks will be required to prepare local development plans.  

4. In order to produce plans, the planning authorities will require population and household projections for 
these areas.  Currently, household estimates (and therefore household projections) are only available for local 
authority areas, so GROS is developing household estimates for small areas (data zones), which can be 
aggregated up to the areas of interest – household projections can then be based on these figures. 

  
5. GROS is developing a new data collection, based on Council Tax systems, which would allow the production 
of data zone household estimates (or, more accurately, estimates of the number of occupied and vacant 
dwellings).  GROS is currently working with local authorities and software suppliers to develop systems that will 
export the information required.  The first full data collection is planned for September 2006.  This will allow us to 
compare the results with the local authority information collected by the SE local government finance statistics 
branch, which forms the basis for the local authority household estimates – the two sets of figures should match.  
When the data becomes available,  PAMS members will be sent draft data for quality assurance purposes. 
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Other work areas  

6. Household estimates for 2005 were published in December 2005 – they are available from the GROS 
website below.   

7. Dwelling counts, at data zone level, will be published on the Scottish Neighborhood Statistics website 
(www.sns.gov.uk) on July 18th.  This information is derived from the Scottish Assessors’ Portal.  

8. GROS is developing a more up-to-date source of information on communal establishments, for use in 
household projections, population statistics and Census planning.  This will be based on a number of data 
collections of different types of communal establishment, carried out by the Scottish Executive and NHS 
Scotland.   

 

Esther Roughsedge & Paula Lopez 
GROS: Household estimates & projections branch 
17 May 2006 
 
For more information, contact: Esther.Roughsedge@gro-scotland.gsi.gov.uk 
Tel 0131-3144251 
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/statistics/library/household-estimates-projections/index.html 
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